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rushed forward and proclaimed the equality of all mankind. Therefore early in the course nf the Great War ihu slaves rallied to the tricolour; find Tmissaint I'Ouverlure, the ablest of negro leaders, enthusiastically marshalled their levies in llaytl for the overthrow of British rule. In a Inter chapter we shall trace the disastrous sequel. Colonel (afterwards Sir John) Moore noted in his Diary that the negroes were for the most part fanatical for liberty; and, after committing deeds of desperation in its name, died defiantly with ihc cry Vive /<t RfyuMiquf on their lips.1 Here we touch on one of the chief causes for the frightful waste of Uritiah troops in the West Indies). With discontent rife in our own colonies, the nlrugglc ngnin.st the blacks, especially in llayli, placed on our men a .strain unendurable in that pestilential climate. The lion. j. VV. I-'orlascue, the historian of the British Army, estimates its loud losses hi the West Indies during the war of 1793-1802 as tint far short of 100,000 men. Whatever the total may be, it is certain that at leant half of that woeful sacrifice resulted from the t:runs .stupidity and brutal selfishness displayed by mercantile ami nilnnial circles on this question.
In the last four chapters w« have lalu-n a .survey of questions of iji-oat Interest in Hrilish and colonial history, and have there-fort: interrupted tin: story of Pitt's (li-aliiij;:i with continental affairs. It is time now to rncur to Rvriits of world-wide import, rmmcly, the ambitious .schemes of the Hovcrdgnu of the Kant nncl the great popular upheaval In Kraucc.
1 " Uiiiry of Sir Jnlin Moore," i, JJ4-hr Cabiiifl and l\ir-liament to his will. This is an rxa^^rniliuii. \Vlicn?, »•* in thr caoe of pocket boroughs and the Slave Tr.nle, inrinlwrH fell tbrlr intercHls ut nuke, they somnoK-ntly ivnistcil the cluirnti »•( his omlory tuul Irmiped into the opposite lobby. The Mriiiih prttplc is itlow to realize its rc.HpuiiHibiliiu'n. but in ihc end it rcsptmdH to them; and in these years of dr.fcitl al Westminster the rfTortu of Clnrkaon, Granvllle Sharp, and other* ^pirad abroad cnnvii> lions which were to assure an ultimate- triumph.
